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Statistical bulletin

Children living in long-term workless 
households in the UK: 2022
Annual UK estimates of the number of children living in households where all adults 
have not worked for at least 12 months.
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1 . Main points

In 2022, 1.1 million children (8.8%) lived in long-term workless households, down 0.1 percentage points on 
the previous year.

Approximately 84.3% of children in workless households lived in long-term workless households.

The lowest percentage of children in long-term workless households was in the South East (6.1%).

The highest percentage of children in long-term workless households was in the North East (13.5%).

2 . Children living in long-term workless households in the 
UK data

Children living in long-term workless households (Table A1)
Dataset | Released on 25 October 2023
Annual estimates of the number of children living in households in the UK where all the adults have not 
worked for at least 12 months.

Children living in long-term workless households, by combined economic status (Table B)
Dataset | Released on 25 October 2023
Annual estimates of the number of children living in households in the UK where all the adults have not 
worked for at least 12 months, by combined economic status of adults in the household.

Children living in long-term workless households, by region (Table D)
Dataset | Released on 25 October 2023
Annual estimates of the number of children living in households in the UK where all the adults have not 
worked for at least 12 months, by region of residence.

3 . Measuring the data

Annual Population Survey (APS) household datasets are used for the analysis of family or household 
characteristics. For all analysis in this bulletin, a household is defined as containing at least one person aged 16 
to 64 years. This bulletin focuses on the number of children living in workless households (households where no 
adult is in employment) and long-term workless households (households where no adult has worked in the 
previous 12 months).

Coronavirus

For more information on how labour market data sources are affected by the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, 
see our  .Coronavirus and the effects on UK labour market statistics article

For a comparison of our labour market data sources and the main differences, see our Comparison of labour 
.market data sources methodology

https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peoplenotinwork/unemployment/datasets/a1childrenlivinginlongtermworklesshouseholdsandworklesshouseholds
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peoplenotinwork/unemployment/datasets/bchildrenlivinginlongtermworklesshouseholdsandworklesshouseholdsbycombinedeconomicstatus
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peoplenotinwork/unemployment/datasets/dchildrenlivinginlongtermworklesshouseholdsandworklesshouseholdsbyregion
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/employmentandemployeetypes/articles/coronavirusandtheeffectsonuklabourmarketstatistics/2020-05-06
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/employmentandemployeetypes/methodologies/comparisonoflabourmarketdatasources
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/employmentandemployeetypes/methodologies/comparisonoflabourmarketdatasources
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4 . Related links

Working and workless households in the UK: April to June 2023
Bulletin | Released 30 August 2023
The economic status of households in the UK and the people living in them, where at least one person is 
aged 16 to 64 years. Taken from the Labour Force Survey.

Workless households for regions across the UK: 2022
Bulletin | Released 28 September 2023
Annual information at a local level about households and the adults and children living in the, by their 
economic activity status.

5 . Cite this statistical bulletin

Office for National Statistics (ONS), published 25 October 2023, ONS website, statistical bulletin, Children 
living in long-term workless households in the UK: 2022

https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/employmentandemployeetypes/bulletins/workingandworklesshouseholds/apriltojune2023
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peoplenotinwork/unemployment/bulletins/worklesshouseholdsforregionsacrosstheuk/2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peoplenotinwork/unemployment/bulletins/childrenlivinginlongtermworklesshouseholdsintheuk/2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peoplenotinwork/unemployment/bulletins/childrenlivinginlongtermworklesshouseholdsintheuk/2022
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