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1. Dataset details and zip file contents
	Dataset Ref
	Dataset Name
	Contents

	
	Detailed Estimates File - By Origin and Destination Local Authorities, Sex and Single Year of Age, Year Ending June 2011
	Data files include moves into and out of each Local Authorities (LA) within England and Wales (including moves to and from Scotland and Northern Ireland).


Please note the overall dataset has been made available in three separate zip files.  Each zip file contains a section of the data file along with metadata.  In order to access the overall dataset, users should download the three separate sections and then join them together to form one single data file.
2. Dataset dimensions and contents
· The overall detailed estimates dataset includes a total of 2,474,809 records.
· The separate sections of the detailed estimates dataset included in the three zip files contain the following number of records: Part 1 = 800,000; Part 2 = 800,000; and Part 3 = 874,809.
· Variables included in the dataset.
	Variable Name
	Details

	OutLA
	Nine digit code for the local authority acting as an origin for an internal migration move

	InLA
	Nine digit code for the local authority acting as a destination for an internal migration move

	Age
	The age at mid year (30 June) of internal migrants

	Sex
	The sex of internal migrants.
Data coding used within the dataset:

· 1 = males

· 2 = females

	Count
	The number of internal migration moves


3. Key Data issues
· This represents the first release of a detailed estimates dataset for internal migration.  Future similar datasets will be released alongside the standard tabular outputs in June of each year.

· The data contained in the detailed estimates dataset is used in the production of the standard tabular outputs and a copy of the mid 2011 outputs is available at: http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/migration1/internal-migration-by-local-authorities-in-england-and-wales/2010-2011/index.html
· Administrative data used in the production of internal migration estimates is not primarily collected for statistical purposes and therefore aspects such as methods and definitions can be changed by data suppliers outside the control of ONS.  

· The aggregated totals of LA moves up to higher geographies such as regions will not agree with the ONS standard published tables.  This is due to aggregated totals including internal migration moves, whereas published figures for higher geography levels do not.  
· Data Quality: imputations were carried out due to 0.1% of total records having missing postcodes and less than 0.01% with other missing values.
· Methodology: The estimates are produced using a combination of NHSCR, PRDS and HESA data. A detailed description of the methodology used to create internal migration estimates is available on the ONS website: http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/method-quality/specific/population-and-migration/estimating-internal-migration-customer-guidance-notes.pdf
· Figures have been adjusted to take account of differences in recorded cross-border flows between England and Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland. The numbers for the receiving country are used as this information is seen to be more accurate.  
· Due to differences in methodologies, internal migration moves for total flows into and out of Scotland and Northern Ireland included in this release are likely to be different to equivalent outputs published by National Records of Scotland and Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA). For further detail, see http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/method-quality/specific/population-and-migration/pop-ests/population-estimates-for-las/population-estimates-for-local-authorities-across-uk-constituent-countries.pdf. 
· Local Authority geography codes changed on 1st January 2011 from using 4 digit to 9 digit codes. The boundary areas are unchanged.  The codes consist of a nine character alphanumeric structure; the first three characters represent the area entity (i.e. 'type' or 'category' of geography e.g. country, unitary or metropolitan, district) and the remaining six characters represent the specific area instance.  More details available from the ONS Geography web page: http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/geography/ons-geography/index.html
· The calculation of age at mid year is consistent with the methodology used for other ONS outputs such as the Mid-Year Population Estimates.  More details available at: http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/pop-estimate/population-estimates-for-england-and-wales/mid-2011--2011-census-based-/stb---mid-2011-census-based-population-estimates-for-england-and-wales.html
· It is stressed that these estimates, which are based on several data sources, include modelled components and are not exact counts. Further adjustments to small cell values are made to protect against disclosure. These adjustments mean that a flow shown as zero was not necessarily zero in the original data. Further adjustments are made to some ages to prevent inference of a migrant's age.
· There have been no revisions covering this detailed estimates dataset.
· Estimates of internal migration moves within Scotland are produced by the National Records for Scotland (NRS) formerly the General Register Office for Scotland (GROS). For more information please see their website (www.nrscotland.gov.uk/).
· Estimates of internal migration moves within Northern Ireland are produced by NISRA. For more information, please see their website (http://www.nisra.gov.uk/)
© Crown copyright 2012.
You may re-use this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence.

To view this licence, go to: 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/  or write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU
Email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
